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IFAW rescues and protects animals around the world, working toward solutions that benefit both animals and people. With projects in 

more than 40 countries, IFAW connects animal welfare and conservation, demonstrating that healthy populations, naturally sustaining 

habitats and the welfare of individual animals are intertwined. Learn more at www.ifaw.org/education.

Animal Action Art Contest Winners
Animal Action Art Contest Winners

Olivia, age 9
Emily, age 17

Celeste, age 11

Madline, age 7

Jenny, age 13

Emily, age 9

Lance, age 7

Hansen, age 6

Hannah, age 14

Jessica, age 14

Yohan, age 9

Cynthia, age 16

Owls can carry prey weighing three times their size. Other types of raptors, such as hawks and falcons, have the strength and stamina to migrate thousands of miles and fly more than 40 miles per hour.

The whale shark is the largest living fish in the world and can grow up to 45 feet in length. Despite this size, it is very gentle and completely harmless to people.Whales live in every ocean, from the very cold waters of the Arctic and Antarctic to the warm seas surrounding islands in the Caribbean and South Pacific. They even swim into rivers to find food.

Seals follow boats and kayaks to see what is happening, but they are easilythreatened when people try to get 
too close.

Before going into hibernation, bears consume up to 20,000 calories a day. They won’t eat again until they come out of hibernation in the spring.

Dogs and cats have many of the same needs as humans—food and water, shelter, exercise, and companionship.

Butterflies and other insects pollinate crops and make products such as honey and silk. 

Wolves howl for different reasons. Lone wolves howl to attract their pack, and packs of wolves howl in chorus to warn other packs to stay away

Female elephants and their female offspring spend their entire lives together. If danger is near, the adult elephants stand guard around the calves. 

What Can We Learn From Animals?

A tiger’s stripes are like a human’s fingerprint; the pattern is unique to every tiger.

What Can We Learn From Animals?
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In the past century, the number of 
elephants in the wild has declined 
by 50 percent. Their disappearance 
could devastate ecosystems and have 
a lasting impact on the biodiversity 
of our planet. I hope this program 
will inspire and empower you to help 
protect elephants worldwide. 

- Leonardo DiCaprio, Actor & Activist
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Peoples’ actions affect animals—and sometimes 
jeopardize species that are at risk. 

The way to protect animals is to teach our 
youngest students about different species, why 
they are important, and how our decisions im-
pact them. That’s what the Animal Ambassador 
program is all about. Sponsored by the Inter-
national Fund for Animal Welfare, the Animal 
Ambassador program delivers classroom-ready 
resources to teachers of grades K-2 and 3-5 to 
share those messages, all while building impor-
tant Common Core skills at the same time.

Start by displaying this free poster in your 
classroom. Then sign up to become an Animal 
Ambassador—and get more free materials— 
at www.themailbox.com/ifaw. Look inside for 
details and sign up today!

Ten lucky Animal Ambassadors  
will WIN $100 Amazon gift cards, and one 
lucky Animal Ambassador will WIN a $1,000 

Visa gift card! Sign up today at  
www.themailbox.com/ifaw!

LOTS!LOTS!
Free! Worksheets and activities that  

teach Common Core skills! Sign up at  
www.themailbox.com/ifaw.

What Can We Learn 
From Animals?

What Can We Learn 
From Animals?
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Why iS inFOrmATiOnAL TexT impOrTAnT?
The Common Core State Standards present students with grade-appropriate  
informational text, starting in kindergarten. Why? As students get ready for  

college and enter the work force, much of what they need to read and understand 
is informational text--instruction manuals, news articles, scientific information, graphs 
and charts, opinion pieces, blogs and more. The reading passages provided free in the 

Animal Ambassadors program meet that need for informational text. And they  
cover topics that students love—animals!

Visit www.themailbox.com/ifaw to sign up. Each month you’ll receive 
free materials like these:
• Copy-and-use worksheets that teach about animals while covering 

Common Core skills
• Nonfiction reading passages that provide practice with  

informational text
• Writing prompts to help students organize and share their thoughts
• Small-group activities, whole-group activities, classroom displays, 

crafts, and more!

Join the Animal Ambassador Program! 
Get Free Activities, Worksheets, and More!
Join the Animal Ambassador program! 
Get Free Activities, Worksheets, and more!

Lost Land
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	 All over the world, animals and humans
compete for land. Animals need land to live, find
food, and raise their young. The same is true for
humans. We clear land for farming and living
space. In Africa, this has meant that elephants
are crowded out of their habitats. Elephants once
roamed much of the African continent. Today, they
live in small pockets scattered across 37 countries.
	 There are other things that make life difficult for
elephants. Many of the parks and protected areas where
they live are disconnected. Elephants like to roam to find
food, shelter, and water. Roads, railways, farms, towns, and cities

now divide elephant travel pathways. Conservation groups like the

International Fund for Animal Welfare are working to protect land for

the elephants.
	 One IFAW project to help elephants is the Amboseli Elephant

Project. Amboseli National Park is in the African
nation of Kenya. Amboseli is a large area of land
where many elephants live. Many people live there,
too. IFAW’s project helps humans and elephants live
together.
	 There are three parts of IFAW’s Amboseli Project.
First, IFAW helps the Kenya Wildlife Service better
manage the park. Second, IFAW assists the Amboseli
Elephant Research Project study these animals. Finally,
IFAW works with a ranch outside the park. This
ranch has land that elephants roam through to get to
other areas for food, water, and shelter. IFAW hopes to
see humans and animals live together in peace. IFAW is
teaching people how to do that with the elephants.

Cats of the Wild
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Read each sentence. Determine if it is a complete sentence or a fragment. Rewrite all fragments to make complete sentences on another sheet of paper.
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thought.

Tigers in Trouble
Writing to support an opinion
	 Explain to students that tigers are in danger of
becoming extinct. Three types—the Caspian tiger,
Bali tiger, and Javan tiger—have already become
extinct, and a South Chinese tiger may be ex-
tinct as well. Just 3,000 tigers remain in the wild
today.
	 The International Fund for Animal Welfare is
working to protect tigers from hunters, poachers
(people who kill tigers to sell their bones, skins,
and meat), and habitat loss. The IFAW trains
people in Russia, India, and China to become
wildlife rangers. These rangers work in the wild to
stop people from killing the tigers. It is a danger-
ous job, but these wildlife rangers have helped to
save many tigers. Lead students in a discussion about
how poachers are a threat to the tiger species and
the importance of the rangers in the wild.
	 After the discussion, have each child write a letter
to an imaginary ranger thanking him or her for her
work. Remind him to state and support his opinion
about the possible extinction of tigers. For a class-
room display, post the completed letters with the title,
“Wildlife Rangers: Saving the World’s Tigers!”

Post It!
Writing to inform
	 Inform your students that some people believe
products made from tiger bones, skins, and meat
make people more powerful. In China, it’s illegal to
buy and sell tiger parts and products, but tiger farm-
ers raise tigers and then kill them to sell their parts.
Others kill wild tigers for the same purpose.
	 To promote Animal
Action Week, have
each student make a
one-page poster that
informs others about
the illegal killing of
tigers. Encourage
each child to include
tiger facts and ways
that others can help
support tigers.
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Poaching

Tiger parts are for tigers, not medicine!

�

Look Like an Elephant

Craft
Materials for One Elephant Craft:

brown or gray paper headband

brown or gray sheet of construction paper (for ears)

brown or gray crepe paper strip (for trunk)

glue
dark marker

Directions:
1. Fold the sheet of con-

struction paper in half. 

Draw an elephant ear. Cut through the 

folded paper to make two ears. 

2. Glue each ear to a different side of the 

headband.

3. Glue the trunk to the strip, between the ears. 
Elephant facts

Elephants are our largest land animals.

A newborn elephant may weigh up to 265 

pounds.
An elephant might eat almost 400 pounds of food 

in a day.
An elephant might drink almost 50 gallons of 

water in a day.

Elephants live in family groups. These groups 

include females from several generations and 

young elephants of different ages.

Elephants are intelligent, social, and emotional 

animals. Scientists believe they laugh, cry, and 

even feel sad.

Elephants are the only living creatures with a 

trunk.
Elephants roll in mud to protect their skin from 

sunburn and insect bites.

Elephants “listen” by feeling vibrations in the 

ground with their feet and trunks.

Some sounds that elephants make are too low in 

pitch for our ears to hear. But other elephants can 

hear those sounds 5 miles away.

The elephant population today is half—or less—of 

what it was 40 years ago. There are about 

500,000 wild elephants living in Africa and 

Asia.
Elephants are in danger because farms, settle-

ments, and other development cut off their migra-

tion routes.
Thousands of elephvants are killed every year for 

their ivory. Ivory is a substance that many con-

sider valuable. It comes from elephants’ tusks. 

It is illegal to buy or sell ivory.

An elephant’s tusks are actually its two front teeth.

Walk Like an Elephant

Group activity

To begin, tell students that when elephants travel 

they usually walk very quietly in a line, led by an older 

elephant. Have students wear their elephant head-

bands from the above idea. Then choose one child to 

be the leader and have the remaining students form 

a line behind the student. The leader walks slowly 

around the classroom, while the other elephants follow. 

Encourage students to gently blow, moving their trunks 

up and down. After a brief time have the leader stop 

the herd, and use that opportunity to share an elephant 

fact from the list at right. Then invite a new leader to 

take over the journey. (Hint: As you share facts, stu-

dents may run across new vocabulary words such as 

population, migration, and vibrations. Encourage your 

herd to amble over to the computer or class library to 

look up these terms!)

Remember Like an 

Elephant
Group activity

Tell students that elephants have amazing memo-

ries. Then ask students to wear their elephant head-

bands. Perform a series of movements, such as to tap 

your head and clap your hands. Have students use 

their elephant memories to repeat the actions. Continue 

for several rounds, adding a new movement each time. 

For an added challenge, add an elephant fact from the 

list to the sequence too. 

�
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Name

Elephants

Categorizing

Not All the Same!

Look at the pictures.

Cut.
Glue to match.

There are two main groups of elephants. One group is

from Africa. One group is from Asia. Elephants from

Asia do not look the same as elephants from Africa.
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Elephant from Africa
Elephant from Asia

bigger
ears

smaller
ears

shorter
tusks

longer
tusks

flat
back

rounded
back

more
wrinkled
trunk

less
wrinkled
trunk
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Join the Animal Ambassador program! 
Get Free Activities, Worksheets, and more!

Here’s an example of the 
animal facts included in 
the Animal Ambassadors 
program: 
 
Elephants are among the 
most intelligent, social and 
emotional animals.  
Scientists believe they 
laugh, cry, show empathy, 
and even grieve. Even 
though an international 
treaty banned the sale of 
ivory, thousands of  
elephant are killed every 
year for their ivory.

PS: Have you heard about the Animal Action Art  
contest? Visit ifaw.org/artcontest to find out how to 
enter! Winners’ artwork will be featured on next year’s 
Animal Action wall poster!

Teachers, copy this page and share with students’ parents!
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Dear Family,
Our class is becoming Animal Ambassadors! We’ve 
 joined a free program from the International Fund  
for Animal Welfare that addresses important  
curriculum standards while teaching students about  
different animals. Most important, we’ll learn how  
humans impact these species and how we can work  
together to protect them. Some of the animals we’ll  
learn about this year are:

•  Elephants
•  Tigers and other big cats
•  Whales and dolphins
•  Wolves
•  Bears
•  Raptors
•  Sharks
•  Seals
•  Backyard wildlife
•  Cats and dogs

Watch for materials from the Animals Ambassador  
program to come home with your child. Be sure to ask 
your child more about what they’ve learned and how they 
will act to respect and protect animals. Plus, mark your 
calendar: Animal Action Week is the first full week  
in October!

Yours in education,

Teacher’s Name




